[Effect of heparin on platelet aggregation in vitro].
Heparin added to citrated platelet rich plasma influences shape change and aggregation of platelets in different ways. In the presence of heparin neither ADP nor collagen induces shape change, while shape change after thrombin or arachidonic acid remains unaltered. Heparin potentiates the first aggregation step induced by ADP and epinephrine but inhibits aggregation induced by thrombin and ristocetin. The second phase of aggregation and the release reaction are not directly influenced by heparin no matter which aggregation agent is used.